An acridinium ester-labeled DNA probe (AccuProbe; Gen-Probe Inc., San Diego, Calif.) for the identification of the Mycobacterium tuberculosis complex gave discrepant results with the newly described species M. celatum. Examination of 20 strains ofM. celatum showed that 8 were positive with the probe; the remaining 12 were negative.
An acridinium ester-labeled DNA probe (AccuProbe; Gen-Probe Inc., San Diego, Calif.) for the identification of the Mycobacterium tuberculosis complex gave discrepant results with the newly described species M. celatum. Examination of 20 strains ofM. celatum showed that 8 were positive with the probe; the remaining 12 were negative.
Prompt patient care for the treatment of Mycobacterium tuberculosis requires rapid identification of tubercle bacilli. For definitive diagnosis, the bacilli must be isolated and cultured. Conventional methods are laborious, time-consuming, and subject to error. Tuberculosis control efforts are further complicated by the emergence of drug resistance. The Centers for Disease Control and Prevention has advised using the latest technologies available for the rapid processing and identification of M. tuberculosis from clinical specimens (4, 8) . Genetic probes that confirm the identity of members of the M. tuberculosis complex isolated in culture are in widespread use and allow recognition of this organism weeks before identification by conventional biochemical reactions (3) . In actual laboratory use, the M. tuberculosis complex probe (AccuProbe; Gen-Probe Inc., San Diego, Calif.) has proven to be highly sensitive and specific (5) . Discrepant reactions are rare but have been reported for M. terrae and for an unidentified species (6, 10) .
Recently, we described a new species of mycobacteria, which we named M. celatum (1, 9 of M. celatum isolates examined (1) . Therefore, the rate of isolation of M. celatum type 1 is 0.05%.
In summary, M. celatum is a rarely encountered species that may be responsible for discrepant reactions with genetic probes for the M. tuberculosis complex. However, probes remain highly sensitive and specific for use in the clinical laboratory as a means for rapidly identifying isolates of the M. tuberculosis complex.
